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Poland: Naked photo 
shoot in Jewish 
cemetery is legal

A Polish photographer did 
not break the law by conducting 
a photo shoot with a half-naked 
model at the Jewish cemetery in 
Checiny, Polish lawmakers held 
this week after a complaint was 
filed. The prosecutor in the Pol-
ish city of Kielce decided this 
week that Polish photographer 
Lukasz Szczygielski did not in-
tend to insult the religious sen-
sibilities of the cemetery of the 
Jewish community and that his 

main objective was art when he 
photographed a topless model at 
the Jewish cemetery in Checi-
ny in August, TVN 24 reported. 
At the time, Szczygielski ex-
plained that he wanted to draw 
attention to the neglected cem-
etery in the southern Poland 
town. The model posed against 
the headstones naked from the 
waist up, with a necklace bear-
ing a large cross hanging be-
tween her breasts. Szczygielski 
apologized on local television 
in August after he was told that 
the photo shoot was offensive. 
(JTA)

Man caught flying 
from Israel to London 
with snake in handbag

A passenger flying from 
Ben Gurion Airport to London 
was discovered to be carrying 
a snake in his handbag, caus-
ing blame to be traded between 
Israel’s Airport Authority and 
EasyJet, the carrier he was 
flying with. “The passenger 
boarded a plane flying from 
Tel Aviv to London’s Luton 
airport with a box containing 
a small non-venomous snake,” 
EasyJet confirmed. “Upon 
learning of this fact, the flight 
crew proceeded to deal with 
the situation in the most profes-
sional manner, and proceeded 
to contact the relevant London 
authorities. […] The snake was 
kept in a closed box for the du-
ration of the flight, and at no 
point were its passengers sus-
cept to any danger whatsoever. 
EasyJet contacted the airport 
in Israel in an attempt to ascer-
tain how the snake’s presence 
went undetected during secu-
rity checks. Our passengers’ 
security is at the top of our pri-
orities.” (Zohar Blumenkrantz)

 News in Brief

TRUNK OR TREAT: In the 
eternal effort to provide a safe 
environment for their candy-
seeking offspring, parents 
in the United States have 
developed the phenomenon of 
"trunk-or-treating." The latest 
Halloween trend involves 
gathering at a parking lot and 
having children collect sweets 
from the trunks of the other 
participants' vehicles. Lo and 
behold, the fad caught the 
ears of parents at the bilingual 
Gan Megid in Tel Aviv and they 
ended up holding their !rst 
trunk-or-treat party yesterday 
evening. After one parent 
received pictures of an event 
from a Stateside friend, she 

decided to put together a local 
version with other parents from 
the kindergarten, according 
to organizers. "We have been 
going to the Halloween party 
at City Kids [A center for young 
English-speaking families] 
for the past few years and we 
also just returned from the 
States where costumes are 
everywhere, so my daughter 
who is four and a half was 
overjoyed," Judith Veinstein, 
a Virginia native, told Haaretz 
yesterday. She said that she 
heard about the party while 
on vacation in the United 
StaTes, "so we stocked up on 
our decorations and traditional 
bite-sized candy. She noted 
her daughter Lia had never 
gone trick-or-treating but 
"knows we're doing something 
special." 
RUNNING FOR THE 
HOSPITAL THAT’S 

TREATING HER: For most 
children with cancer, entering 
the hospital to start treatment 
is a scary prospect. Not so for 
Orli Rose, 11, of Modi'in. "When 
Orli !rst walked into Schneider 
Children's Medical Center for 
treatment, her reaction was “It 
feels good to know I have been 
raising money for this hospital 
which is going to make me 
feel better," her father Daniel 
Rose told Haaretz this week.  
Rose, a London-born educator, 
explained that he and his family 
have been raising money for 
Schneider, located in Petah 
Tikva, by running races ever 
since the hospital successfully 
treated his nephew Zeevi Gray 
of Ra'anana in 2006.  Then, 
in 2012, Orli along with her 
siblings and parents raised 
money for Schneider at the 
Disney World Marathon. After 
eight months of treatment for 

Hodgkin's lymphoma, Orli 
came through. On November 
29, some 30 participants 
raising money for the cause will 
join Daniel, his wife Jacqueline 
Rose, and their children in the 
Run for Schneider's Marathon 
from their home to the hospital. 
To make a tax-deductible 
donation, go to: http://my.jraise.
com/en/RunforSchneiders 
ANXIOUS ART: Johannesburg-
born artist Pamela Silver 

explores themes of primitive 
man and primitive symbols 
in her latest exhibition, "The 
Horizon is Here," which opens 
November 7 in Tel Aviv. "It's 
also about primitive feelings 
of anxiety, which is a very 
prevalent feeling here more 
than in other countries," Silver 
told Haaretz Wednesday. "I 
have a series where I have 
mapped the rise and fall 
of feeling anxiety." Curator 

Irena Gordon added, "In her 
watercolors, Silver formulates 
an encounter of opposing 
forces of exigency and 
release, an encounter with 
every new series of paintings." 
Gordon added that Silver's 
present work follows the one 
presented in her 2004 "Circles 
in the Sand" exhibition at the 
Artists' House in Jerusalem. 
Silver, who grew up in 
Bulawayo, Rhodesia (now 
Zimbabwe) and went on to 
study in Cape Town, London 
and New York, moved to Israel 
in 1973 and has had solo 
exhibits since 1984. Silver 
will conduct a gallery talk 
(in English and Hebrew) on 
November 23 at the exhibit 
located in the Zaritsky Artists' 
House. For more info, call (03) 
524-6685.
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Two new books on Israel are 
exciting American Jews right 
now but I doubt very many 
people, if at all, have read or 
intend to read both of them. 
One is Yossi Klein Halevi's 
"Like Dreamers," an elegantly 
written epic story of the lives 
of seven IDF paratroopers who 
took part in the battle for Je-
rusalem in 1967, and how their 
individual trajectories per-
sonified the rise of one Zionist 
ideological vanguard, the re-
ligious settlers, and fall of an-
other, the secular kibbutzniks. 
The second is "Goliath" by Max 
Blumenthal, a detailed ac-
count of racism and injustice 
towards non-Jews in Israel 
and a damning indictment of 
Zionist ethnocracy. I doubt that 
at this point I have to explain 
why very few American Jews 
will be reading both books, in-
deed why no publication has so 
far even reviewed both books. 
Actually, I'll be very surprised 
if Klein Halevi or Blumenthal 
will be particularly pleased by 
my mentioning them together 
in the same column. 

But I think both these books 
are inextricably linked – they 
show two completely diverg-
ing views of Israel that exist in 
the United States, particularly 
among Jews, and while their 
content is interesting, what is 
fascinating is what they leave 
out.

The subtitles of the books 
are illuminating. The one for 
"Like Dreamers" is: "The story 
of the Israeli paratroopers 
who reunited Jerusalem and 
divided a nation." Now Israel 
is divided on many issues and 
fault lines, and Klein Halevi's 
narrative of descent and as-
cendancy of two Israeli elites 
certainly charts one of those 
lines extremely well, but it 
fails to explain some of Israel's 
deeper problems. 

Israel is not divided between 
kibbutzniks and religious 
settlers; neither group ever 
amounted to more than a few 
percent of the population and 
most Israelis have had mixed 
feelings about their dispro-
portionate influence over the 
country's direction throughout 
the years. Klein Halevi sets 
out to tell Israel's story over 
the last four decades through 
seven men's lives; he captures 
some of the strands extremely 
well, probably better than any 
writer so far, but the disinte-
gration of the kibbutz utopia 
and rise of the Gush Emunim 
movement, while being an 
indispensable part of Israel's 
political development, can be 
exaggerated in its importance. 

The social and economic 
gaps, the friction between 
Ashkenazim and Sephardim, 
the three-way secular-Or-
thodox-Haredi divide and the 
yawning chasm between Jews 
and Arabs, not to mention the 
inability of Israel to integrate 
itself in the region, all receive 
no more than passing mention 
in the book, yet they have each 
divided Israel as a nation to a 
far greater degree than the 
kibbutz-settlement rivalry, 
which has largely been within 
the "serving" elite. I still think 
that it is an extremely worth-
while book, if much too roman-
tic for my taste, but readers 
shouldn't make the mistake of 
thinking that this is the main 
crack running through Israeli 
society.

Title says it all 
The tagline of Blumenthal's 

Goliath is: "Life and Loathing 
in Greater Israel," which kind 
of says it all. But does it do what 
it says on the tin?  Blumenthal 
admits that he knew little of 
Israel before he arrived for 
a series of prolonged stays in 
2009, but he doesn't seem to 
have landed with much sym-
pathy. The densely reported 
"on the ground" book contains 
not only his own impressions 
and coverage of nearly four 
years spent in the country, 
but a great deal of historical 
material reaching back to the 
pre-independence era. From 
the outset, the reader is left 
with no doubt that Blumenthal 
is out to prove that Israel is a 
racist entity, has always been 
one, that there is no moral jus-
tification for its existence as a 

Jewish state, and it is in rapid 
demise due to the increasing 
departure of members of its 
young generation. 

A literary critic or reviewer 
(and I am writing here as nei-
ther) could pan "Goliath" for 
being riddled with inaccura-
cies, devoid of any compassion 
for Jewish Israelis (and not 
much for Palestinians either), 
for its breathtaking hyper-
bole and lack of any qualify-
ing context to its devastating 
conclusions. But most of these 
flaws don't really matter be-
cause as far as it goes, "Goli-
ath" is pretty factual when it 
comes to providing the outline 
and main details of "Loath-
ing in Greater Israel." There 
is a lot of racism and hatred 
and prejudice and injustice 
in Israel, and regrettably this 
was the case both under left- 
and right-wing governments. 
That's no secret. Indeed, while 
lambasting Israeli journalists 
for toeing the official line (dis-
closure – I am one of the Israeli 
journalists Blumenthal singles 
out for this) the book's copious 
notes are mainly references to 
Israeli media. 

Blumenthal did not in-
vent Israeli racism. Far from 
enough has been done to solve 
the inherent contradictions 
in Israel's raison d'etre: to be 
both a Jewish and democratic 
state. Blumenthal could have 
toned down his rhetoric, re-
frained from the copious use 
of Nazi=Zionist imagery with 
its liberal sprinklings of "ghet-
tos" and "concentration camps," 
and have been a lot more metic-
ulous with his fact-checking, 
but that wouldn't have changed 
the book in any great deal. Be-
cause for Blumenthal, life in 
Israel is loathing and there 
is no sympathy for the life in 
Israel or for Israelis, or any 
other context because that is 
the context.

Rapturous receptions
Blumenthal represents a 

view among American Jews (of 
course it also exists elsewhere, 
but that is another column) that 
the very concept of a "Jewish" 
state is racially repugnant. 
Today it is a minority view 
but a century ago it was pretty 
much the prevailing attitude 
among the American Jewish 
intelligentsia. It was certainly 
the official view of Reform Ju-
daism in 1917 when its rabbis 
strenuously opposed the Bal-
four Declaration. Whether or 
not Blumenthal should have 
added under the definition of 
"Life" in Israel also something 
which is not about "Loathing" is 
an argument you cannot have 
with someone who cannot, or 
does not want to, see beyond 
his loathing. 

Obviously it's impossible 
for me to put myself in an-
other reader's shoes and try 
to imagine whether someone 
who was not aware of racism 
in Israel will be convinced by 
the massive array of facts as-
sembled by Blumenthal, and 
accept his conclusion that the 
Zionist project is indeed in-
herently immoral and unjus-
tified. Anyone who regularly 
reads this newspaper knows 
just how bad the situation is 
and I doubt whether Blumen-
thal will tell them anything 
they didn't know, or change 
their minds. But the huge ma-
jority of those who write and 
edit Haaretz, if not all of us, 
still believe Israel has just as 
much legitimacy to exist as 
any other state. Our debate 
is about what is wrong with 
and how to fix Israel, not over 
whether it should exist.

Not surprisingly, the re-
ception both books have 
received, with a few excep-
tions, has been generally rap-
turous. "Like Dreamers" was 
positively reviewed in main-
stream and Jewish publica-
tions, while Goliath was feted 
in magazines and websites of 
the ultra-liberal and radical 
left. This division pretty much 
reflects the prevailing views 
in both Jewish society and 
America as a whole, but it will 
be interesting to see whether 
either side of the map will 
allow itself to be challenged 
by the opposing narrative. I 
doubt that will be the case.
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Orli Rose, left, and her sister Keren at the 2012 Disney race.  Daniel Rose

Ofer Aderet
When Tal Alon's part-

ner tried to persuade her 
to move from Tel Aviv to 
Berlin, he made the rookie 
mistake of taking her there 
in February, in the midst of 
the bleak winter. "I told him 
there was no way I was ever 
going to live there," Alon re-
calls, smiling.

Last week, four years 
after they moved to Berlin 
with their two children, Alon 
walked onstage in a conven-
tion that brought together 
Jewish entrepreneurs and 
tech wizards from Israel 
and Europe, to present her 
startup business: Spitz, a 
Hebrew-language magazine 
published in Berlin, for the 
city's Israeli community.

Alon, 38, was unique 
among the high-tech geeks 
and fancy PowerPoint pre-
sentations, since she pitched 
an old idea - a printed maga-
zine. Alon, who worked for 
both Maariv and Yedioth 
Ahronoth in Israel, says "the 
printed copy is part of the 
idea. It proves that our prod-
uct exists physically, repre-
senting an exciting thing 
that is happening here," re-
ferring to the growing Is-
raeli community in Berlin 
- now about 20,000 strong - 
that recently prompted criti-

cism from Finance Minister 
Yair Lapid.

The seventh issue of the 
bimonthly magazine re-
sponded to the sounds com-
ing from the Holy Land. 
"That debate really has 
nothing to do with us," Alon 
wrote. "Berlin is the zoo, and 
we're the attractive chim-
panzee cage," referring to 

the "tourists who come to 
observe us." These, she 
wrote, consist of two groups: 
"Those who would love to be 
chimpanzees, since the life 
of chimpanzees is so nice 
and easy - they play and eat 
bananas all day long"; and 
those who enjoy watching 
the chimps "but enjoy even 
more the feeling that they're 

so happy they're not chimps, 
that they love themselves as 
they are."

Alon believes the debate 
in Israel sparked by Lapid 
has missed the opportunity 
of examining the issue se-
riously. "Israelis in Berlin 
have become a symbol, used 
according to the needs of the 
news item, instead of being 

portrayed as a community 
with questions, complexities 
and nuances - all these su-
perfluous details that make 
everyone's life a multipiece 
puzzle, whether they live in 
Berlin, Tel Aviv or anywhere 
else."

Her personal experi-
ence is probably different 
from the many Israelis who 
chose Berlin because of the 
hardships in Israel, or exas-
peration over government 
policies. "We didn't move 
here because we had a hard 
time in Israel or due to dif-
ficulties," she says. "I didn't 
come here for the lower rent 
or low-priced supermarket. 
I moved for the experience, 
the adventure; to satisfy the 

will to broaden my horizons."
After two years in Berlin, 

Alon established Spitz in order 
to connect the local German 
and Israeli communities. The 
magazine's goal isn't to keep 
the community in an isolated 
bubble, she says, but rather to 
"serve as a bridge for Hebrew 
speakers in the Berlin land-
scape." The name Spitz (liter-
ally, sharp tip) is one sort of 
connection: "It's a word that 
moved from German – and 
some claim from Yiddish – to 
Hebrew."

Alon is yet to find the fi-
nancial model that would 
secure future issues of the 
magazine, which is currently 
based on the work of 50 indi-
viduals – writers, photogra-
phers, editors and distribu-
tors – most of whom do not 
receive any pay. At present it 
is distributed free of charge 
to 250 subscribers, and a 
further 1,750 copies are dis-
tributed at Jewish and Israeli 
businesses throughout the 
city. One can pick up a copy 
"in synagogues, at the em-
bassy, at the Jewish Museum, 
in hummus restaurants, but 
also in German businesses 
with Israeli clients, such as 
the cafes in the Prenzlauer 
Berg. Spitz is a place that 
makes you feel at home. It’s 
the media equivalent of eat-
ing hummus abroad."

New Hebrew magazine in Berlin  

looks to connect Israelis with locals 

Shirly Seidler
Tempers are running high 

in the Bedouin town of Kseifa 
more than a week after the 
municipal elections, with res-
idents accusing the mayor of 
organizing a victory parade 
that led to violent brawls and 
arrests. 

Some parents are keeping 
their children off school for 
fear of further violence.

A day after the October 22 
election, Mayor Salem Abua 
Rabia - who was reelected 
for a third term, with 51 per-

cent of the vote - organized 
a parade through the desert 
town in southern Israel, with 
horses, camels, bulldozers 
and all-terrain vehicles. A 
fight broke out between sup-
porters and opponents of the 
mayor. The police intervened 
and arrested 10 people, three 
of them minors. One of those  
arrested was charged with 
trying to run over a police 
officer.

“It was a violent show 
of force,” said Mohammad 
Nassarra, a member of a lo-
cal parents’ committee. “The 

head of the council brought 
in criminals to walk around 
the town. There were gun-
shots and violence, and we 
decided to shut down the 
schools until order was re-
stored. There are also rival-
ries among the pupils, and we 
had to do something before 
someone got murdered.”

Class war
The schools aren’t official-

ly closed but some parents 
are refusing to send their 
children to classes fearing 

violence and in order to reg-
ister their protest. A third 
of the students at Al-Farouk 
High School haven’t returned 
to studies. 

“Many heads of clans be-
lieved that their children 
would be put at risk due to the 
intervention of many elements 
in an unending battle,” said 
Khalil al-Amor, of the Negev 
Coexistence Forum for Civil 
Equality. “Despite holding a 
reconciliation ceremony [Sul-
ha], it seems the tension is still 
high, and there are still violent 
confrontations.”

Like at some other Bed-
ouin regional councils, many 
residents of Kseifa are reg-
istered with the council and 
receive education and health 
services, despite living in 
villages that are sometimes 
many miles away. Some Ksei-
fa residents argue that Abu 
Rabia used these votes to win 
the election. 

“The villagers that sup-
ported Abu Rabia became a 
majority,” claims Nassarra. 
“They control the council but 
do not handle Kseifa’s prob-
lems. Opposition candidates 

fail to gain enough power. 
The state must intervene in 
Kseifa. Our voice must be 
heard before someone gets 
murdered.”

In response, a Kseifa 
council spokesperson said, 
“The day after the election, 
there was a fight initiated by 
those who lost the election 
and which interfered with 
the mayor’s parade. There 
was, indeed, a one-day shut-
down of schools, but educa-
tional institutions have been 
functioning regularly ever 
since.”

Victory parade sparks violence, fears of retribution in Bedouin town

Tal Alon, founder of Spitz, which she describes as like “eating hummus abroad.”  Olaf Kühnemann


